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Analytic, no synthetic propositions can be formulated about it
either a priori or a posteriori, and we can therefore have no know-
ledge of its properties or relations.
Can we, then, know that it exists ? This must surely be an idle
question, since the existence of something is a necessary assumption
without which discussion cannot begin. If Hume were right and
sensa with their relations were all that we could know, then these
would in fact be reality, i.e. things in themselves in Kant's sense.
It is difficult, however, to see that Kant would have had any
very satisfactory answer to make to Berkeley had he understood
the latter's position properly and not merely from inadequate
summaries.1 For he could not deny that, in the light of his own con-
clusions, reality might be entirely spiritual in character, though he
could have refuted Berkeley's case for saying that it must be so;
Thus Kant's contention that reality is ultimately unknowable
rests in the end on the argument of the Deduction and the Anti-
nomies, and unless this is either rejected or superseded (as Hegel
maintained that it must be) he seems to be entitled to his view
that the nature of things in themselves inevitably remains for us a
matter of belief, not of scientific metaphysical knowledge.
TRANSCENDENTAL DIALECTIC (B 350-6 732)
The purpose of the Dialectic is to answer the remaining questions
which Kant has laid down as falling within the scope of the
Critique of Pure Reason, namely (i) how is metaphysics possible
as a natural disposition, that is, how do the transcendent ideas of
God, freedom, and immortality come to be present to our minds
at all ? and (2) how is metaphysics possible as a science ? that is,
granted that we do possess such ideas, are we in a position to
obtain knowledge a priori of the realities for which they stand ?
The investigation of these problems is pursued as far as possible
along the lines laid down in the Aesthetic and the Analytic. The
Aesthetic dealt with the transcendental implications of sensibility,
the Analytic with those of the understanding regarded as the
faculty by which we apprehend phenomena discursively by means
of concepts connected so as to form judgements. Hence it remains
for the Dialectic to complete the scheme by examining the trans-
cendental implications of inference, which is the province of
reason in the narrowest or purely logical sense.
1 See above, p. 9.